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Introduction
Elsa M. Cabral, Director – Environment, Health & Safety
About LifeLabs…

• A Canadian medical laboratory company with nearly 50 years 
experience working with physicians, hospitals and other healthcare 
providers to help deliver better outcomes in patient care. 

• Our test results are used by healthcare professionals to accurately 
assess individual patient needs and identify effective treatments.

• To learn more about LifeLabs, visit www.lifelabs.com

http://www.lifelabs.com/
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Background 
Changes to our Business 
• In 2007, new chemistry platform to be implemented 8 laboratories

in Ontario
• This investment created the need for changes in:

• Operations,
• Facilities, and
• Treatment of effluent
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Background
Requirement for Certificates of Approval (Air and Noise)
• Does EPA Section 9 Air and Noise apply?

Conclusion
• Yes, to all 8 laboratories

Challenge
• Chemistry platform implementation schedule and timeline for 

receiving Certificates of Approval (C of A)
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Background
What did we do?
• In September 2007, we engaged Golder to assist us with the 

applications of C of As 
• Changes to the Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 

could address our challenge
• Volunteered to participate in the pilot and we have been pleased

with the results:
• To date, we have received 4 C of As
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LifeLabs retains Golder

The Process
Golder collects information

Golder prepares draft 
Application and ESDM Report 

LifeLabs reviews
Golder prepares final 

Application and ESDM Report

Golder submits application 
electronically

LifeLabs approves

Golder provides hardcopy application
and ESDM Report

MOE sends Acknowledgement 
Letters

LifeLabs receives C of A in approximately 
45 days

LifeLabs verifies information, 
signs declaration 

and submits to MOE
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Applicant’s 
Declaration
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I initialed each  
statement 

I signed and dated 
the “ASAP 
Eligibility 
Statement of 
Applicant”
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Statement of Applicant
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Recent Changes to the Environmental 
Assessment and Approvals Branch Background

My Comments and Recommendations:
• Efficient process with great turn around time 
• Work with a reputable, experienced person or firm to prepare the

application, ESDM checklist and ESDM report 
• Provide transparency 
• Stay close to the process
• Review application, ESDM checklist and ESDM report
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